& J Log In  Register Help «
myMaineToday Seen  Movies Dining  Events = Exploring Maine Outdoors  MaineJobs Real Estate Wheels

Marketplace

Place an Ad

Misunderstood music
Shakuhachi player insists the sound is not meant to have meaning
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r— Reader Comments (below
e "I always say to the audience, 'Do not try to understand -- please
. misunderstand this music.' Shakuhachi's sound is not a music with a
meaning -- it is 'no meaning' music -- so you may understand as
you like. "

Today's Top Headlines i
| from the Kennebec Journal |
| ® Costs, fewer patients turt hospital | That philosophical observation came from sensei Yoshio Kurahashi,

| # SCHOOL BREAKFAST: Bill will Eﬁnd? famed shakuhachi player, during a recent telephone interview from
| program . his home in Kyoto, Japan.

| & NAMI-MAINE: Acvocateifiles suit
| against embeazler

| ® Council creates library committee
;ﬁAﬂ fapes by border official "This will be my second time to visit there, but it will be my first time
1 2eacec Tob proseqution to perform in Maine," the flautist-teacher said.

.‘o SAD 11 asks state to back
;gm | The next few minutes went to describing the venue to Kurahashi -- a

le Reidancie Pndhalf sontt sinke small, intimate room with the audience up close and personal to the
*Gaﬁmr

performer.
- HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING
aine girls final meet of

This world-renowned master of the ancient bamboo flute will be
performing at One Longfellow Square in Portiand this Thursday
night. In fact, his trip to Portland was the next topic of conversation.

"I like a small space," he said, "especially with my instrument. It's
good for a small space.”
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| The shakuhachi has been in Japan for a long time, but its origin is
| more West of the island nation.

| All of today's: News | Sports

| "It is originally from China," the sensei said, "there are very few

| flutes similar to the shakuhachi, even in Asia, but its history is very
| long. It came from China in the 8th century, but it is no longer

| (there), it survived only in Japan."

Todny 's Top Headlines
| from the Morning Sentinel

° Teacher guilty of sex crime | His CD "Kyoto Spirit" (Sparkling Beatnik Records, 1999) was

| » Balt tighttens for MaineGeniral | recorded and produced by Portland resident Phil Nyokai James (the
i | person who set up this interview and a teacher at both Nyokai-An

:.‘W | Shakuhachi Dojos in Portland and Boston). The CD features the
T master performing a series of eight compositions of traditional

. Hearing airs sugﬁgﬁ for new | Japanese music that is peaceful, contemplative and meditative in
| sohacl Breaxiast i | nature. One wondered if that description correctly assessed what he
{® Teens charged after-escape intended as he played the solo flute pieces.

- ® I always knew I would come back' | "I think so and I hope so," was the teacher's response. "For us, as
‘;. Lawrence back for rest of season | Players, we're always making efforts to be peaceful (and) to be
(em———————== | meditative, but it is a little difficult sometimes."

| ® HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING
| NOTEE Maive ois FElly Gt meetof | The flautist went on to explain that the eight compositions he
ﬂﬂ’.‘.’!’.ﬂ i performed on "Kyoto Spirit" were ones he learned from his father.

| fran the Mar

| Ofmdays, News |§E-~— "I learned other kinds of shakuhachi music from another teacher --

he taught me ensemble music with stringed instruments, and I
. learned from my father solo pieces.”

As a teacher himself, Kurahashi explained he teaches all the
different kinds of flute music -- traditional solo pieces, classic
ensemble pieces, modern pieces and sometimes Western pieces.

"In Portland I'd like to perform only classic pieces because they're my favorite pieces. I like classic
pieces much better than modern pieces, but as a professional player I must play every kind of music.”

Lucky Clark is from Sweden, Maine.

P ]
Y

Bookmark and share this story:

your comment and it will appez




