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A long night of autumn SHAKUHACHI RECITAL

2008. 11. 5(wen) at ZAC BARAN
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Shakuhachi! Though everyone knows its
name, very few people have actually seen or
heard the Japanese bamboo flute. From the
thirteenth century, some unique monks of

-Fuke-shu, a Zen Buddhism sect, have treated

shakuhachi as a spiritual tool and have played
it, nstead of cha-nting, for spiritual purposes.
Their playing is called sui-zen, "blowing zen,"
andjtoday the pieces they play are called
hc:jﬁyok‘u or "original pieces." The monks hid
their faces with a unique basket called a tengai

-and walked around playing the shaku-hachi

begging for alms. They were called komuso,
"empty monks," and their image rema-ins in our
traditional memorie‘s even today.

In 1967, when Toru Takemitsu's November
Steps for Shakuhachi, Biwa and Orchestra
premiered in New York, the shakuhachi
attracted considerable attention in the West.
The shaku-hachi became a unigue instrument
which is often more appreciated in the world
than in Japan.

| believe the shakuhachi is an extremely
eastern instrument. The shakuhachi musician
can produce a natural sound and express
delicate nuances. Maybe it can be called a
"flute without frets.” | have planned this recital
in order to intr-oduce listeners to the wonderful
world of shaku-hachi. | am planning to perform
with a biwa player in this recital. | will perform
not only traditional solo pieces, honkyoku, but -
various styles of music including improvisations,
jazz, and New Age music with some wonderful
guest artists, such as a pianist, an avant- garde
guitarist and biwa player.

Thank you very much. text by koichi yoshida

ZAC BARAN

Tel 075-751-9748
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